o | ARMS CONTROL TODAY April 2013 


News Briefs 


New Spending Law Raises Nuclear Funding 


unding for the Energy Department’s nuclear weapons pro- 
Foveme received a boost in a bill that Congress approved 
March 21 to cover the remainder of fiscal year 2013. 

The increase for those programs, which are overseen by the 
National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), a semiau- 
tonomous agency within the Energy Department, is an excep- 
tion in legislation that generally kept funding for federal agen- 
cies at fiscal year 2012 levels. President Barack Obama signed 
the bill into law March 26. 

The spending measure provides $7.6 billion for NNSA weap- 
ons programs. That figure, which is $363 million more than 
Congress appropriated in its legislation for fiscal year 2012, is 
what the Obama administration sought in its fiscal year 2013 
budget request for those programs. 

Fiscal year 2013 began last Oct. 1. Until now, Congress has 
funded federal agencies through an interim measure that ex- 
pired March 27. 

The NNSA programs are subject to the automatic spending 
cuts, known as sequestration, imposed by the Budget Control 
Act of 2011. Those cuts would reduce funding for NNSA weap- 
ons activities by 7.8 percent—$600 million of the $7.6 billion— 
for fiscal year 2013. 

In Feb. 14 testimony to the House Appropriations Energy 
and Water Development Subcommittee, acting NNSA Admin- 
istrator Neile Miller said the largest impacts of the automatic 
cuts could be in the spending category called Directed Stock- 
pile Work, which includes projects to extend the functional life 
of nuclear warheads placed on submarine-launched ballistic 
missiles, intercontinental ballistic missiles, heavy bombers, 
and fighter jets. One likely impact of the sequestration is a de- 
lay in the life extension program for the B61, a nuclear bomb, 
Miller said.— MARCUS TAYLOR 


Amano Endorsed for Second IAEA Term 


he International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of 
Governors on March 6 endorsed Yukiya Amano to serve a 
second four-year term as the agency’s director-general. 

The 35-member board voted by acclamation to renew Ama- 
no’s term, according to a statement by John Barrett of Canada, 
the board chairman. The IAEA’s 159 member states now must 
formally confirm the board's decision at the agency's General 
Conference in September. Amano’s new term will begin in 
December. 

Amano did not face any competition for the post. That con- 
trasts with 2009, when he needed five rounds of balloting to 
secure the necessary two-thirds of the board’s votes. At the 
time, several countries expressed concern that Amano, then 
Japan’s representative to the board, was too close to the Unit- 
ed States and would not be an independent director-general. 
(See ACT, May 2009.) 

In a March 6 press conference following the board meeting, 
Amano said he was “deeply grateful” for the trust of the board 
members. 

Meanwhile, Tero Varjoranta of Finland has been tapped to 


succeed Herman Nackaerts as the agency’s top safeguards 
official in October, the Finnish government said in a March 4 
press release. Nackaerts, who is retiring, has led the agency’s 
negotiations with Iran over its controversial nuclear activi- 
ties.— KELSEY DAVENPORT 


Brazil Moves Toward Nuclear Submarine 


razil is planning to develop a nuclear-powered submarine 

by 2023, the country’s Ministry of Defense said Feb. 28. 
The statement came a day before a ceremony in the state of 
Rio de Janeiro marking the inauguration of a key facility for 
building submarines. 

The submarine-building effort is part of a larger Brazilian- 
French collaboration initiated in 2008, under which France is 
to provide Brazil with the technology required to build four 
diesel-electric submarines and a nuclear-powered one. The 
Brazilian navy has said the nuclear technology for the subma- 
rine reactor will be developed indigenously. 

According to the navy, the development of a land-based pro- 
totype submarine reactor is underway and is scheduled to be 
completed by 2014. Brazil has the uranium-enrichment tech- 
nology that is needed for producing nuclear fuel. It is unclear 
whether Brazil intends to use low-enriched uranium (LEU) or 
highly enriched uranium (HEU) in the nuclear submarine reac- 
tor. Uranium with an enrichment level of at least 20 percent is 
considered HEU. 

Independent experts have reported that Brazilian officials 
say they currently are planning to use LEU, given that it is eas- 
ier and less expensive to acquire, but do not want to restrict 
their fuel options and might decide to use HEU in the future. 
Brazilian officials did not respond by press time to requests for 
comment. 

Only China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States currently possess nuclear-powered submarines. 
Those are the five countries that the nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty (NPT) recognizes as nuclear-weapon states. Brazil is 
party to the treaty as a non-nuclear-weapon state. India, an 


A model of the planned Brazilian nuclear submarine 
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